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April 28, 2018

Dear Members of the Board of Education and Community:

I am pleased to present you with a copy of the 2017-2018 Superintendent's

Annual Report and State of the District for your review. I hope you find this

information interesting and informative.

The Superintendent's Annual Report and State of the District serves to reflect on

the many accomplishments and achievements of our students, administration,

staff and our Board over the past school year.

As you review this document, please understand these goals are long-term and wide-ranging in nature

and span multiple years as improvement is a never-ending process.

I thank you for your leadership and support.

Sincerely,

Darren J. McLaurin

Darren J. McLaurin, Superintendent



Mission Statement

We inspire and empower individuals to excel each day in the 
learning choices they must make to be productive and 
responsible citizens.

A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the imagination, and instill a love of learning. ...



Vision

Students will leave the Claysburg Kimmel School District  prepared to 
become productive, responsible citizens.  Interaction between the 
Claysburg Kimmel School District, parents, and community will be a priority 
that in ongoing and continuous.

Good teachers know how to bring out the best in students.



Our District

The Claysburg-Kimmel School District is a small rural 
public school district that spans portions of two counties in 
central Pennsylvania. In Bedford County it covers Kimmel 
Township. In Blair County it covers Greenfield Township. 
Claysburg-Kimmel School District encompasses 
approximately 56 square miles.



Our District

The District has two campuses in Greenfield Township, the High School (7-12) and the 
Elementary School (K-6). 
The Claysburg Kimmel School District is one of 35 school districts and 5 career and 
technology centers serviced by Appalachia Intermediate Unit 08, that is headquartered 
in Altoona, Pennsylvania.
Appalachia Intermediate Unit 08 provides special education and professional 
development services to all associated districts.
The District is a member of the Greater Altoona Career and Technical Center.

"A student is never an interruption of our work ,....., he or she is the purpose of our work!"



9.1 Objective Performance Standard #1:
Student Growth and Achievement 

• The Superintendent, working in conjunction with building and district 
administrators and teacher leaders, used multiple data sources to 
assess student success and growth as appropriate, as well as areas of 
academic deficiency within the District. Data was used to identify 
root cause and develop curricular adjustments with the end goal of 
increased academic growth and/or performance as measured by 
various standardized assessment measures.

• Met/Did Not Meet Objective #1:





School Name Subject Group Grade % Advanced % Proficient

% 
PASSED

STATE 
AVERAGE % Basic

% Below 
Basic

CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL ELA ALL 3 16.9 44.1 61.0 64.6 30.5 8.5
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL ELA ALL 4 15.8 43.9 59.7 60.9 33.3 7.0
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL ELA ALL 5 14.3 46.9 61.2 59.6 32.7 6.1
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL ELA ALL 6 10.3 55.9 66.2 63.6 30.9 2.9
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL ELA ALL Total 14.2 48.1 62.2 31.8 6.0

2017 PSSA ELA SCORES

School Name Subject Group Grade
% 

Advanced
% 

Proficient
% 

PASSED
STATE 

AVERAGE % Basic

% 
Below 
Basic

CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL HS ELA ALL 7 4.4 54.4 58.8 59.5 36.8 4.4
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL HS ELA ALL 8 4.3 40.6 44.9 58.9 40.6 14.5
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL HS ELA ALL Total 4.4 47.4 51.8 38.7 9.5

2017 PSSA ELA SCORES



School Name Subject Group Grade
% 

Advanced
% 

Proficient
% 

PASSED
STATE 

AVERAGE % Basic

% 
Below 
Basic

CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL HS Math ALL 7 5.9 25.0 30.9 37.8 33.8 35.3
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL HS Math ALL 8 4.3 13.0 17.3 32.5 24.6 58.0
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL HS Math ALL Total 5.1 19.0 24.1 29.2 46.7

2017 PSSA MATH SCORES

School Name Subject Group Grade
% 
Advanced % Proficient

% 
PASSED

STATE 
AVERAGE % Basic

% Below 
Basic

CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL Math ALL 3 25.4 23.7 49.1 54.5 25.4 25.4
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL Math ALL 4 15.5 31.0 46.5 46.6 41.4 12.1
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL Math ALL 5 12.2 30.6 42.8 43.8 44.9 12.2
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL Math ALL 6 0.0 25.0 25.0 40.3 45.6 29.4
CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL ELMath ALL Total 12.8 27.4 40.2 39.3 20.5

2017 PSSA MATH SCORES



School Name Subject Group Grade
% 
Advanced % Proficient

% 
PASSED

STATE 
AVERAGE % Basic

% Below 
Basic

CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL EL Science ALL 4 46.6 37.9 84.5 74.5 13.8 1.7

2017 PSSA SCIENCE SCORES

School Name Subject Group Grade
% 

Advanced
% 

Proficient
% 

PASSED
STATE 

AVERAGE % Basic

% 
Below 
Basic

CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL HS Science ALL 8 13.0 27.5 40.5 52.7 26.1 33.3

2017 PSSA SCIENCE SCORES



Algebra 1
County District Subject 2016

Percent 
Passed

2017
Percent 
Passed

Increase/ 
Decrease

2017 State 
Average

BLAIR BELLWOOD-ANTIS SD Algebra I 72.3 57.7 -14.6 65.6
BLAIR CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL SD Algebra I 66.1 67.4 1.3 65.6
BLAIR SPRING COVE SD Algebra I 48.8 56.2 7.4 65.6
BLAIR WILLIAMSBURG COMMUNITY SD Algebra I 73.5 73.1 -0.4 65.6

County District Subject 2016
Percent 
Passed

2017
Percent 
Passed

Increase/ 
Decrease

2017 State 
Average

BLAIR BELLWOOD-ANTIS SD Biology 72.2 55.1 -17.1 63.4
BLAIR CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL SD Biology 61.8 53.0 -8.8 63.4
BLAIR SPRING COVE SD Biology 48.1 55.9 7.8 63.4
BLAIR WILLIAMSBURG COMMUNITY SD Biology 55.9 57.6 1.7 63.4

KEYSTONE EXAMS COMPARISON
2016 TO 2017

Literature
County District Subject 2016

Percent 
Passed

2017
Percent 
Passed

Increase/ 
Decrease

2017 State 
Average

BLAIR BELLWOOD-ANTIS SD Literature 84.2 70.4 -13.8 72.7
BLAIR CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL SD Literature 78.5 68.8 -9.7 72.7
BLAIR SPRING COVE SD Literature 73.2 65.1 -8.1 72.7
BLAIR WILLIAMSBURG COMMUNITY SD Literature 76.5 80.8 4.3 72.7

Biology



SAT 
Scores

District Name
SAT 

Subjects

2017 
SAT 

Score
Spring Cove SD All Subjects 1,203

Windber Area SD All Subjects 1,133
Portage Area SD All Subjects 1,118

Shanksville-Stonycreek SD All Subjects 1,116

Claysburg-Kimmel SD All Subjects 1,105
Richland SD All Subjects 1,099

Northern Bedford County SD All Subjects 1,098
Shade-Central City SD All Subjects 1,088

Ferndale Area SD All Subjects 1,083
Central Cambria SD All Subjects 1,081

Hollidaysburg Area SD All Subjects 1,078
Salisbury-Elk Lick SD All Subjects 1,078

Somerset Area SD All Subjects 1,070
Bellwood-Antis SD All Subjects 1,069

Conemaugh Township Area SD All Subjects 1,068
Rockwood Area SD All Subjects 1,067
Chestnut Ridge SD All Subjects 1,066
Bedford Area SD All Subjects 1,065
Tyrone Area SD All Subjects 1,061
Altoona Area SD All Subjects 1,057

Berlin Brothersvalley SD All Subjects 1,054
North Star SD All Subjects 1,052

Penn Cambria SD All Subjects 1,049
Williamsburg Community SD All Subjects 1,047

Everett Area SD All Subjects 1,047
Cambria Heights SD All Subjects 1,028
Blacklick Valley SD All Subjects 1,019
Meyersdale Area SD All Subjects 1,019
Tussey Mountain SD All Subjects 1,014

Turkeyfoot Valley Area SD All Subjects 1,002
Conemaugh Valley SD All Subjects 1,000
Northern Cambria SD All Subjects 996

Greater Johnstown SD All Subjects 934



Conference Calls with High Performing School

• ELA Keystones – Cambria Heights
• Biology & Algebra Keystones – Penn Cambria
• PSSAs – Central Cambria (Middle School Math)



PSSA Proficiency trends
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Student enrollment
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TECHNOLOGY PLAN

• Bright Bytes Technology Plan
• Data Review via Staff & Student Surveys
• Goal Setting – Summer 2018





9.2 Objective Performance Standard #2:
Organizational Leadership

• The Superintendent has worked collaboratively with the Board to 
develop a vision for the district, displayed an ability to identify and 
rectify problems adversely affecting the district, worked 
collaboratively with district administration to ensure best practices 
for instruction, supervision, curriculum development, and 
management are being utilized, and worked to positively influence 
the climate and culture of the district. 

• Met/Did Not Meet Objective #2:



We inspire and empower individuals to excel each day in the learning choices they 
must make to be productive and responsible citizens

WHAT
?

Implement Safe School 
Hotline.

Review/Update School 
Safety Plan.

Monitor and adjust PAC 
and SAC processes as 
needed to ensure 
positive school culture.

Increase Rigor in 
classrooms by focusing 
on Level 2 & 3 Depth of 
Knowledge Questions.

Establish relationship 
with the college board 
and  higher education to 
assess strengths and 
weaknesses.

Professional 
Development on DOK 
and College Readiness.

Develop class schedules 
that allow for 21st

Century Learning to be 
incorporated.

Complete a standards 
based curriculum using 
the PDE Guidelines. 
(1 Per teacher)

Develop a K-12 Career 
Readiness Plan to provide 
career exploration. 
(PDE Act 339).

Do a root cause analysis of 
to determine cause(s) and 
possible solutions to low 
PSSA and Keystone Scores.

Professional Development in 
Curriculum through IU08 
and University of Pittsburgh

Hire a tech coach to assist 
teachers in developing 21st

Century Lessons and provide 
Prof. Development.

Create a K-12 technology 
plan. Starting with a 
BrightBytes Technology 
Survey.

Create a 7-12 STEM Plan 
using the Carnegie STEM 
Pathways template.

Create tech “BootCamps” 
for 12th graders to ensure 
tech readiness upon 
graduation.

HOW
?

WHY
?

2018-2019 District Goals

SAFETY
RIGOR AND 
RELEVANCE CURRICULUM TECHNOLOGY



PROJECT LEAD THE WAY
Project Lead The Way provides transformative learning 
experiences for K-12 students and teachers across the U.S. 

PLTW create an engaging, hands-on classroom 
environment and empower students to develop in-demand 
knowledge and skills they need to thrive. 

PLTW also provide teachers with the training, resources, and 
support they need to engage students in real-world learning.

PLTW-SCHOOL 2018-19!

*Special Thanks to the Claysburg Education Foundation!



Claysburg Kimmel School District
3 Year STEM Integration Model *Draft*



Technology Curriculum
2018-19

ES – Grades k-2 ES- Grades 3-6 MS Grades 7-8 HS- Grades 9-12

Current Science Kits PLTW 2 Modules per
Grade Per Year

9 Week Stem 
Course

STEM Elective

Code.org Code.org PLTW Design & 
Model or App 
Creator

Local Test for 
Computer App Skills 
12-11-10-9

PLTW 2 Modules per
Grade Per Year

Computer Apps Current Stem 
Curriculum

CMU STEM Plan
Focus –Collaboration 
and Career 
Exploration

KHAN Academy –SAT 
Option



Technology Focus
2019-20

ES – Grades k-2 ES- Grades 3-6 MS Grades 7-8 HS- Grades 9-12

Current Science Kits PLTW 2 Modules per
Grade Per Year

9 Week Stem 
Course

STEM Elective

Code.org Code.org PLTW Design & 
Model or App 
Creator

PLTW BIO Medical 
Module
$20K

Computer Apps Current Stem 
Curriculum

CMU STEM Plan
Focus –Collaboration 
and Career 
Exploration

PLTW MODULE #2
$4K

KHAN Academy –SAT 
Option



Technology Focus
2020-21

ES – Grades k-2 ES- Grades 3-6 MS Grades 7-8 HS- Grades 9-12

Current Science Kits PLTW 2 Modules per
Grade Per Year

9 Week Stem 
Course

STEM Elective

Code.org Code.org PLTW Design & 
Model or App 
Creator

PLTW BIO Medical 
Module

PLTW 2 Modules per
Grade Per Year

Computer Apps Current Stem 
Curriculum

CMU STEM Plan
Focus –Collaboration 
and Career 
Exploration

PLTW MODULE #2 KHAN Academy –SAT 
Option

PLTW Module #2? $6K





Technology Planning

• The administration, faculty and staff of Claysburg Kimmel School District remain 
committed to providing our students with the ideal learning experience. 

• In an attempt to refine the existing learning experiences, we depend upon verbal 
and written feedback. In most cases, the feedback is easily secured, analyzed, and 
formulated into improvement action plans.

• To help us learn more about these two areas, the District has partnered 
with BrightBytes to access a survey tool for students in Grades 4-12.  The survey 
is taken online, requires no more than 15 minutes to complete.

• Administrators will use the results to drive future technology planning in the district.

http://brightbytes.net/us/






MONTHLY BOARD WORKSHOP REPORTS



SAFETY PLAN

• SafeSchools Helpline Went Live on Monday 3/5/18

• Staff Online Safety Training Thursday 3/29/18 – afternoon

• PA State Police Scheduled for August 21st

• Fire Drills – Monthly  and Safety Drills every Marking Period



Principals’ and Superintendent’s Advisory Council

• Monthly school climate meetings with BUILDING level leaders.

• Monthly school climate meetings with DISTRICT level leaders.

• Minutes from the meetings shared with staff.



CURRICULUM





Claysburg Kimmel School District 

 
Standards Aligned Course Description 

 
Course Name: World Cultures 

 
Course Instructor: Dr. Fred Flintstone 

 
Instructor Professional Biography 

 
Dr. Flintstone graduated in 1968 from Rockville State College with a degree in 
Anthropology and a certification in Secondary Social Studies (7-12). Dr. Flintstone 
taught for six years at Stone Wheel high School before becoming a teacher at 
Claysburg-Kimmel High School. Dr. Flintstone has taught a variety of courses and 
grade levels during his time at Claysburg-Kimmel.. Dr. Flintstone received his master’s 
degree from the University of Pittsburgh and completed his doctorate in 2004. Dr. 
Flintstone lives with his wife, Betty and has three grown children, BamBam, Babs and 
Rocky. 
 
Course Description: (What does this course entail) The World Cultures course will 
provide students with a comparison of cultures found throughout the world. The main 
emphasis will be on the changes taking place in the world due to the increased use of 
technology and the impact of industrialization on traditional cultures. We will investigate 
cultures found in South America, Asia, Africa and the Middle East and compare 
similarities and differences with western cultures. 

 
Course Resources 
 World Cultures Alive: Contemporary Studies. New York: TCI Publishing, 2014. Print 
 
End of Course Outcomes 
(At the end of this course, a successful student should be able to:) 

• Describe the selected cultures found in South America, Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East. 

• Locate these cultures on a map of the world and define their locations in 
comparison to the other cultures studied in the course. 

• Compare the history of each of the selected cultures. 
• Critique the positive and negative impact of technology and industrialization on 

the selected cultures. 



STEM PLAN DEVELOPMENT 

WE ARE HERE



A team of Claysburg Kimmel teachers and administrators are participating in STEM strategic 
planning, with the goal of transforming the approach to STEM related education at the high 
school. On Monday, January 22, the team participated in the first of three workshops 
sponsored by the Carnegie Science Center of Pittsburgh. The Carnegie STEM Excellence 
Pathway initiative helps school districts create goals that will strengthen STEM education 
within schools.



9.3 Objective Performance Standard #3:
District Operations and Financial Management 
• The Superintendent worked closely with the District Business 

Manager to develop and present a responsible budget that provided 
resources needed to maintain a quality educational program while 
ensuring fiscal responsibility. The Superintendent effectively 
supervised distribution of resources in support of district priorities 
and directed overall operational activities within the district. 

• Met/Did Not Meet Objective #3:



WE INSPIRE AND EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS TO EXCEL EACH DAY IN THE LEARNING 
CHOICES THEY MUST MAKE TO BE PRODUCTIVE AND RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS

WH
AT?

Implement Safe 
School Hotline.

Review/Update 
School Safety Plan.

Monitor and adjust 
PAC and SAC 
processes as needed 
to ensure positive 
school culture.

Increase Rigor in 
classrooms by focusing 
on Level 2 & 3 Depth 
of Knowledge 
Questions.

Establish relationship 
with the college board 
and  higher education 
to assess strengths and 
weaknesses.

Professional 
Development on DOK 
and College 
Readiness.

Develop class 
schedules that allow 
for 21st Century 
Learning to be 
incorporated.

Complete a standards 
based curriculum using 
the PDE Guidelines. 
(1 Per teacher)

Develop a K-12 
Career Readiness Plan 
to provide career 
exploration. 
(PDE Act 339).

Do a root cause 
analysis of to 
determine cause(s) 
and possible solutions 
to low PSSA and 
Keystone Scores.

Professional 
Development in 
Curriculum through 
IU08 and University of 
Pittsburgh

Hire a tech coach to 
assist teachers in 
developing 21st

Century Lessons and 
provide Prof. 
Development.

Create a K-12 
technology plan. 
Starting with a 
BrightBytes Technology 
Survey.

Create a 7-12 STEM 
Plan using the 
Carnegie STEM 
Pathways template.

Create tech 
“BootCamps” for 12th

graders to ensure tech 
readiness upon 
graduation.

HO
W?

WH
Y?

2018-2019 District Goals

SAFETY
RIGOR AND 
RELEVANCE CURRICULUM TECHNOLOGY



WE INSPIRE AND EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS TO EXCEL EACH DAY IN THE LEARNING 
CHOICES THEY MUST MAKE TO BE PRODUCTIVE AND RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS

WH
AT?

Hire a School Police 
Officer $42,324

Contract with 
Navigate Prepared  
$5,000

Renew Safe School 
Hotline $500

Professional 
Development for Staff 
Ed Camp 
$ 1,500

Professional 
Development for 
College Board Training 
$1,500

Professional 
Development – Blair 
County In-Service
$2,500

Renew Agreement 
with Tri-State Study 
Council 
$1,500

Career Readiness 
Professional 
Development 
$1,000

Professional 
Development in 
Best Practices 
$2,000

Reading Series 
Review Elementary 
$1,500

Contract with 
MyAccess 
$5,000

Hire a district 
Technology Innovation 
Aide $50,169

Professional 
Development for 
technology $15,000

Professional 
Development in STEM 
via IU-8 & Carnegie 
Mellon $5,000
$

HO
W?

WHY?

2018-2019 Funds Budgeted to Meet 
District Goals

SAFETY
RIGOR AND 
RELEVANCE CURRICULUM TECHNOLOGY





GENERAL FUND EXPENSES
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Free and Reduced Lunch
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Fund Balance
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Debt Service as a % of Revenue
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STATE FUNDING WORKSHOP -2018

The event, which was co-sponsored by the Education Policy and Leadership Center and Pitt-
Johnstown’s Education Division, focused on dialogue surrounding Gov. Tom Wolf’s proposed 
education budget for 2018-19 and other related policy issues.
A total of 12 school districts from the area were represented at the education forum on Friday 
to discuss the impact of the budget on local school districts and communities.
During Friday’s forum, Ron Cowell, president of EPLC, provided an overview of the 
Governor’s proposed budget and showed how Pennsylvania’s education system compares to 
others across the nation. 
“We’ve got the worst system in the country in terms of K-12 funding,” Cowell said.
“And the likelihood is that we’re getting worse.”
According to statistics provided by the U.S. Census Bureau, Pennsylvania’s tax payers 
account for 56.5 percent of the total revenue for elementary/secondary public education 
compared to neighboring West Virginia whose taxpayers only account for 32.4 percent of the 
total revenue.
Wolf’s proposed budget recommends an increase of $185 million in education spending –
$120 million for basic and special education in K-12 schools; $40 million in early childhood 
education; and $25 million between career and technical education and the State System of 
Higher Education.
“I salute the governor for proposing it and his fast advocacy efforts, but we’re going 
backwards even if the budget is approved,” Cowell said.

Special Education Funding has increase approximately 5% over the last five years, while the 
actual costs have grown 28%.  Pennsylvania ranks 47th in regards to the state’s share of 
educational funding.  Under the current system, charter schools are the sole responsibility of 
the local taxpayers.







9.4 Objective Performance Standard #4:
Communication and Community Relations 

• The Superintendent communicated with and effectively engages the 
staff, the Board of School Directors, and members of the community, 
clearly articulated district goals and priorities, addressed local and 
broader issues affecting the district, and built support for district 
initiatives, programs and short/long-range plans. 

Met/Did Not Meet Objective #4:











WEEKLY BOARD REPORTS



Monthly Meetings with the Claysburg Education Foundation



Community Outreach
I was invited to visit Blair County Head Start in 
Claysburg this week to be a guest reader for their 
students.  Blair County Head Start is a childcare 
and learning facility that offers a comprehensive 
child development program designed to prepare 
children for future academic success. The 
program provides services that include education, 
health, nutrition and other social services that 
contribute to children's well-being. 





Varsity Football



Jr. High Football



Varsity Cheerleaders



Junior High Cheerleaders



Band



Volleyball



Junior High Volleyball



Girls’ Basketball



Junior High Girls’ Basketball



Boys’ Basketball



Junior High Boys’ Basketball



Wrestling



Junior High Wrestling



Varsity Softball Team



Junior High Softball Team



Varsity Baseball Team



Junior High Baseball Team



Maggie Knisely recently represented CK at the PMEA 

District 6 Band Festival. The festival was held at Northern 

Bedford High School on January 10 - 12. Pictured with 

Maggie is the guest conductor of the festival Dr. Jason 

Worzbyt from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania.



District 6 Playoffs

Congratulations to the VARSITY 

FOOTBALL TEAM for earning the 

first ever HOME District VI Play-

Off FOOTBALL GAME at 

Claysburg-Kimmel. The 

BULLDOGS defeated Penns Manor 

on Friday, November 3rd.



ICC CHAMPS!
Congratulations to the Junior High 

Volleyball team for defeating Everett in 

2 sets to win the Inter-County 

Conference Championship!



Congratulations to the Junior High Girl’s Basketball team for their victory over Everett 
on Saturday, February 17, 2018, to become ICC Champs!



Congratulations to the Lady Bulldogs for winning the Southern Huntingdon tournament on 4-21-

2018! Congrats girls and Coach Barbarini.





Several students recently represented CK at the blair county Jr. High Band Festival on
January 29 -30. Students pictures are Abby Gonsman, Emma Ritchey, Dylan Larson, Olivia
Wilbur, Taylor Mowry, Ethan Diehl, Aaron Walters, Rebekah Claar, Kaylee Haney, and Allison
Becker. Also pictured with the students id the guest conductor of the festival Dr. James
Colonna from Messiah College.



Sophomore Maggie Knisely participated in the Penn 
State Blue Band Forward March program on Saturday, 
April 21.



CKSD FBLA



CKSD FBLA STATE Meet Update
Chapter Awards

2nd – William Selden Outstanding Chapter

2nd – Local Chapter Annual Business Report

3rd – State Project (Alzheimer’s Association) Top Donating School Per-Capita

10th – State Project (Alzheimer’s Association) Top Fundraising Chapters

7th - Most Community Service Hours – CKHS

2nd – BAA Chapter Challenge – Most Individual Business Achievement Awards

2nd – Local Chapter Annual Business Report – CKHS



Individual Awards

• McKenna Harbaugh – 2nd Place - Public Speaking – NQ
• Heath Mauk – 2nd Place – Business Law – NQ
• Maggie Knisely & Emily Claar – 2nd Place - Local Chapter Annual Business Report – NQ
• Michael Baker – 3rd Place – Introduction to Business Presentation – NQ
• Spencer Mauk & Canaan Burket – 4th Place – Emerging Business issues – NQ
• Mackenzie Clemens – 5th Place - Introduction to FBLA
• Emma Smith – 8th Place – Who’s Who in PA FBLA - $500 scholarship
• Karly Kriedler – 10th Place – Who’s Who in PA FBLA - $500 scholarship
• Delaney Walter – 7th Place – Most Community Service Hours
• Emily Claar & Emma Smith – Keystone Leadership Award
• Emma Smith – Membership Madness Award, Business Achievement Awards – America Level

• Michael Baker was elected as Vice President at Large for 2018-2019 FBLA State Officer Team

FBLA National Business Honor Society

• Emma Smith
• McKenna Harbaugh
• Emily Claar





Stop the Bleed is intended to cultivate 
grassroots efforts that encourage
bystanders to become trained, equipped,
and empowered to help in a bleeding
emergency before professional help
arrives. With the significant increase in
violence, an traumatic event can happen
anywhere in public areas, but trauma can
also occur in home, automobiles, ATV,
motorcycle, and industrial accidents.



Claysburg Kimmel Teachers Participated in a Special Education 
Professional Development Day on Friday March 2nd, 2018.



A team of Claysburg Kimmel teachers and administrators are participating in STEM strategic 
planning, with the goal of transforming the approach to STEM related education at the high 
school. On Monday, January 22, the team participated in the first of three workshops 
sponsored by the Carnegie Science Center of Pittsburgh. The Carnegie STEM Excellence 
Pathway initiative helps school districts create goals that will strengthen STEM education 
within schools.



STEAM - “Space Balloon”

In March, a team of CK teachers attended a meeting related to IU-8’s and 
IU-5 ‘s partnership in an exciting STEAM project involving Space Balloons and 
GoPro Cameras.  



Safe school training for Staff

Professional Development Courses are now being offered online through the 
Safe Schools Training Library





STEM DESIGN CHALLENGE
On Friday, April 6th, seventh graders Hunter Knisely, 
Nathan Miller, and Britnee Robertson won 3rd place out of 
16 teams in the Thermo Fisher Scientific STEM Design 
Challenge hosted by Appalachia IU 8 and held at Mount 
Aloysius College.
Thermo Fisher Scientific prompted a design challenge in 
which teams were asked for help developing a new product 
for your home. This product can be anything that you can 
use in your home and it must be environmentally friendly. 
Thermo Fisher Scientific is working to make the world 
healthier, cleaner and safer. 
This product could be (but not limited to) a new way to 
power your home, a new type of appliance, or a new 
gadget for home entertainment. Students were only 
allowed to use K'Nex pieces for their end product. Groups 
were judged on creativity, teamwork, challenge success, 
design, and presentation.



• Claysburg-Kimmel Elementary Streams 
and Estuary competition at St Francis 
on 12/18/18

• 43 Claysburg Kimmell students 
participated in the event along 
with Tara, Curt and Nancy.

• Thanks you to the foundation for 
supporting this event.



• CK Elementary will be getting an 
the enviroscape model and all the 
other items we are still purchasing for 
$1,600.

• Thanks to everyone involved. Great 
project!



CK Elementary GOES WILD!
On Monday, February 5th, our Elementary School Hosted the Carnegie 
Science Center Mobile Unit. Students in grades K-6 participated in the “Wild 
by Design” mobile lab. FBLA students from Claysburg Kimmel High School 
assisted with the stations throughout the day.  Thank you to the Claysburg 
Education Foundation for supporting this outstanding day in the wild!





• Six students in Mrs. Beers Honors Anatomy and Physiology class travelled with her 
to Allegheny General Hospital in Pittsburgh today (April 2) for an educational field 
trip . Allegheny General Hospital's Cardiovascular Institute provided an opportunity 
for the students to observe an open heart surgery. Specifically, the students 
witnessed an aortic valve replacement and the preparations for the replacement of 
a mitral valve. The group was escorted by an Allegheny General staff member, who 
remained with them throughout the surgery to explain, step-by-step, what students 
were observing and to answer any questions they had during the 
procedure. Exclaimed student Chance Harr: “This is the best day of my life! I am so 
glad I got up at 4:30 AM for this!” Mrs. Beers intends to incorporate the field trip 
into the Honors Anatomy and Physiology class in the years to come. Pictured left to 
right at an entrance to Allegheny General Hospital: Kassidy Burket, Hunter Evans, 
Chance Harr, Kayla Fluke, Emily Walter, and Karly Kriedler. 



• This May, IU-8 will once again be holding their annual Quantum Quest Program with 
Dr. Harry Kloor. For this event, IU-8 partners with Lanika Ruzhitskaya from the St. 
Francis Science Outreach Center. It consists of three days of various activities in which 
students engage in topics centered on space, specifically the Cassini Space Project. 
Students attending will also be working with the high school students from the Tyrone 
School District to help teach the younger students in attendance on our workshop 
day.

• On Wednesday, May 9th, participating school districts will attend an all-day event. The 
participating students watch the Quantum Quest movie in the morning hours and 
then participate in stations centered on the core STEM topics from the movie in the 
afternoon.  Mr. Hall is working on sending the entire 4th grade to this event.  Click on 
the following link to learn more: Quantum Quest 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vuaBF84LZEhLOGxs-Cd2s_4JAv5KNlTC/view?usp=sharing




Ocean Animal Rescue

Students from Miss Wicker’s reading class recently 
read a story about life in the ocean. The class was 
so interested they decided to do some extra 
research on ocean life. Each student chose their 
own topic, researched it with books from the 
school library and internet resources. After 
gathering research, each student wrote a brief 
expository paragraph detailing their topic. To go 
along with their research each student was able to 
use the 3D printer to create their ocean animal. 
Students that completed the project with 
proficiency were able to take their model home.



Other District Highlights



The induction ceremony for the new members of the Claysburg Kimmel Chapter of the National Honor Society 
was held on Monday, March 14 at 7:00 PM in the high school auditorium. The featured speaker for the evening’s 
ceremony was Claysburg Kimmel alumnus, and former Claysburg Kimmel teacher, Mr. Daniel Christ who spoke 
about the meaning behind the four pillars of National Honor Society: Scholarship, Service, Leadership, and 
Character, and how the qualities of all four pillars are applicable to everyone. Pictured from Left to right are: Evan 
Ritchey, Andrew Imler, Karly Kriedler, Jocelyn Shultz, Jennica Hunter, Megan Hartman, Haley Jenkins, Shadey
Claycomb, and Maggie Knisely 



• Claysburg-Kimmel Elementary hosted an author visit on Wednesday, April 4. The 
visiting author was Cayolyn Crimi. She lives outside of Detroit and has been 
an author of children's books for many years. During her presentations, the students 
and Ms. Crimi went on a “Story Hunt” which was both fun and 
educational. She talked about her writing process with a special emphasis on where 
she gets her ideas. She also discussed the many revisions she makes before she 
sends a manuscript to an editor. She then ended the sessions with a reading from 
one of her books and held a question and answer period. CKE worked in 
conjunction with the Hollidaysburg Area School District to make this author visit 
possible. We are thankful for HASD's cooperation and we look forward to working 
with them on future author visits!



Living History Museum Exhibit

Last week, students in Mrs. Carper’s 11th grade Honors American History 
class created a Living History Museum exhibit. Students dressed, acted, 
and presented “in character” as though they were historical figures from 
the 1920's. Pictured from left to right: Front-Maggie Knisely (Louis 
Armstrong), Lexis Cowher (Clyde Barrow), Middle- Olivia Locke (Bessie 
Smith), Hayley Jenkins (Marilyn Miller), Hannah Crilley (Bonnie Parker), 
Danae Weyant (Richard Loeb), Jazmin Kennedy (Nathan Leopold), 
Corryne Weyandt (Machine Gun Kelly), Siddiq Smouse (1920's Political 
Cartoonist/Reporter), Back- Jennica Hunter (Albert Einstein), Justinna
Brown (Psychiatric patient), Canaan Burket (Jack Dempsey).”



CKHS students Kyle Biesinger, Justinna Brown, Emily Claar, Hanna Crilly, Jaden 
Dilling, Hunter Evans, Karly Kriedler, Kyle Lightner, Evan Ritchey, Emily Walter, 
were reconized at the January school board meeting for being recent award 
winners in The Challenge Program, Inc.’s incentive program. Claysburg Kimmel is 
sponsored by Sheetz, Inc., and through the Challenge Program, Sheetz awarded 
$2000.00 to students currently in grades 11 and 12 for their work inside the 
classroom and out last school year. Ten, $200 awards were presented, one in each 
of the following categories: Attendance, STEM, Community Service, Academic 
Improvement, and Academic Excellence.

Pictured are students Hunter Evans (STEM), Justina Brown 
(Community Service) and Emily Walter (Academic 
Excellence).



The Claysburg-Kimmel School District is pleased to announce that it was recently awarded a grant in the amount of $10,000 
through the Monsanto Fund’s America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education program.  The Grow Rural Education program allows 
local farmers to nominate their local public school districts for grants to help enhance STEM education. Once nominated, school 
districts write and submit applications to compete for grants to help fund projects that enhance their STEM curriculum.  
Claysburg-Kimmel was nominated by residents Barry Barnes and John Burket, and the administration wrote the grant application 
to expand the Makerspace at the high school. With the award, Claysburg-Kimmel will be able to expand the Makerspace through 
course placement and flexible, individualized learning opportunities. It will add new, interactive technology to immerse students 
in a challenging and rigorous environment.  The Claysburg-Kimmel School District wishes to thank Mr. Barnes and Mr. Burket for 
their nominations!



Students from Ms. Kruise’s art classes 

participated in PennDOT District 9’s  Paint 

the Plow project for the second year in a 

row. The plow will be on display for the next 

several weeks at the District 9 garage in 

Hollidaysburg. High Schools and Career 

and Technical Schools from Bedford, Blair, 

Cambria, Fulton, Huntingdon, and 

Somerset Counties participated.  Fan 

favorite voting will occur in the near future 

and voting information will be shared when 

it is received. Pictured from left to right are 

students  Hayden Ickes, Alex Kulick, Siddiq 

Smouse, Allison Walter, and Addison 

Yingling



Mrs. Ferguson also completed a grant application through 
the Claysburg Education Foundation’s Venture Grant 
initiative. The Foundation approved her application and 
awarded her $557.70 for her proposal, Qballs made by 
PeeQ Technologies. Qballs are portable, throwable
microphones. It is perfect for classroom discussion and 
audience engagement. These pictures are of grade 1 
students using Qballs during an acrostic poem lesson.



11th Grade Students from the Claysburg Kimmel School District 

visit the Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC.



On March 29 eighth Grade students participated in a career 
fair at CKHS. Students heard several speakers discuss their 
careers. Below is a list of the speakers and the career they 
presented. Pictured above is Nichole Grove of DelGrosso's
talking to the students.

Marissa Leslie - Excercise Science/Sports Management
Ian Leslie - Engineering
Cassidy Imler - Surgical Technology
Mandi Daugherty - Cosmetology
Kendra Diehl - Dental Hygene
Kristi Musselman - Respiratory Therapist/Cardiolgy Tech
Jonathan Furry - HVAC
Dusty Mauk - Drafting/Design Technology
Monica Iachini - Business /Complance
Amy Iafolla - Animal Science
Nichole Grove - Food Service/Hospitality & Tourism



Gifted Networking
On Friday, April 13th, students Maggie Knisely and Hayley 
Jenkins (Pictured L to R)participated in a 
Student Networking "Zoom" conference. The students had 
an opportunity to meet and discuss important issues 
relevant to their lives. The topic was Teen Dependency on 
Technology: How is Technology affecting our 
Lives? Participating districts included Claysburg-Kimmel, 
Westmont, Windber, Rockwood, Northern Cambria, 
Blacklick Valley, Ferndale, and Tussey Mountain.



Bulldog Patrol
At the April 11th board meeting, Claysburg-Kimmel 
Elementary's BulldogPatrol was recognized. The ten 
members of the Bulldog Patrol monitor the hallways 
and common areas during morning transition and 
afternoon dismissal. They keep the halls safe and 
make sure students are getting to the appropriate 
classrooms. These students were placed on the 
Bulldog Patrol because they embody the strong, 
positive values that CKE emphasizes to our student 
body. They are also well respected by their peers and 
admired by our younger students. CKE is extremely 
proud of the Bulldog Patrol members. All ten of them 
have done a marvelous job of keeping our students 
safe!



2017-2018 Board Minutes
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